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Gilbertsville, PA May 2012 

NHELC (New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church) is blessed 

with many talented singers, instrumentalists, bell ringers and di-

rectors, all pulling together to create an inspiring worship experi-

ence.  Each of these dedicated people gives a lot of time preparing 

to lift up their talents to the glory of God and enhance the worship 

services at NHELC. 

May 20th, is Church Music Sunday, a day to honor all, who 

contributed to the music program during the year.  NHELC will 

honor these musically talented volunteers during each of the three 

services.  Following the 10:15 service, there will be a fellowship 

hour in their honor. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord 

♫ ♫ ♫ 

Celebrate Musical Gifts on 
Church Music Sunday 

New Hanover Highlights 

Hearing  Z  Embracing  Z  Sharing 

God’s Word with All 

through Worship, Fellowship and Outreach 
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Mission Statement  

Hearing, Embracing and Sharing 

God’s Word with All 

through Worship, Fellowship and Outreach 

Vision Statement  

Our vision, as members of the New Hanover Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, is to strive to hear God’s Word clearly so that 

our hearts deeply embrace and are compelled to share God’s 

Word as the Good News of Jesus Christ through our everyday 

lives. 

We hear God’s Word through Scripture readings, sermons,  

puppet skits, Bible studies, music and Bible-centered youth  

programs. 

We embrace God’s Word as we engage with others in a life of 

personal and group study. 

We share God’s Word as we serve the needs of our community 

and the world through building and repairing homes, supporting 

educational and service institutions at home and abroad, visiting 

the sick and homebound, donating food and clothing for the 

homeless and the poor and a variety of other service  

opportunities. 

Looking for a 
Tasty Way to Support NYG? 

On Tuesday, May 8th, enjoy dinner and/or desert at Friendly’s on 

Shoemaker Road in Pottstown between the hours of 4 and 9 p.m.  

Friendly’s will donate 10% of its profit to support the youth who 

will attend the National Youth Gathering (NYG) this summer.  

Members of NHELC’s NYG will be at Friendly’s to greet you. 

For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have 

our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all 

people, especially of those who believe.     1 Timothy 4:10 
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-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄ %ÖÅÎÔÓ 
Support Youth 

Come to church on Saturday morning, May 12th, for breakfast 

and shop for flowers.  By doing so, you will help support the 

youth of NHELC.  Mark your calendars now and plan to attend 

these two events to support the Scouts and the youth of NHELC. 

Pancake Breakfast 
New Hanover Lutheran’s Cub Scout Pack 367 

and Boy Scout Troop 367 will host a Pancake 

Breakfast from 7:00 a.m. ï 11:00 a.m. in the 

Multi-Purpose room.  Enjoy a hearty breakfast 

including pancakes and sausages and a variety of beverages.  A 

suggested donation of $7 will help defray the cost of summer 

camp and other scouting events. 

Flower Sale 
The youth participating in the NYG will hold a 

flower sale from 8 a.m. - noon in the church 

parking lot.  Come out and support the youth by 

purchasing your flowers for Mother’s Day and summer planting! 

Honor the Women in Your Life 
by Participating in a Service Project 

ÏÎ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 

On Sunday, May 13, 2012, Mother’s 

Day, Steven Peters will once again 

sponsor a “Bakeless Cake Sale” to 

benefit Child, Home and Community, 

an organization that works with teen-

age mothers, fathers, their babies and 

families.  The Pottstown Memorial 

Medical Center and Pottstown School 
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District are two of the sites where their services and programs are 

offered.  Everyone is asked to consider donating the amount of 

money it would cost to make a pie, cake or cookies.  If you are 

interested in donating, but will not be attending church on 

Mother’s Day, please see Steven in the Third Grade Sunday 

School classroom for an envelope for your donation.  Mother’s 

Day is a special day to come together as a church and help fami-

lies less fortunate than you and your family. 

Sponsored through our Mission Service Committee, this service 

project is part of Steven’s school requirements.  It is scheduled on 

Mother’s Day so members can honor the women in their lives 

through this unique opportunity.  On March 13th, Steven will be 

available at all of the services for the appeal. 

Planning a Baptism? 
The next Baptism Preparation Class will be held on Sunday, 

May 20th, from 1 ï 3 p.m. in room #29 of the education building.  

If you are planning a baptism for the months of June, July and 

August you are required to attend this class.  Please notify the 

church office at (610) 326-1335 if you are planning to attend. 

Sunday, May 27th 

Is Pentecost and 
Confirmation 

Donations are needed for geraniums to help “paint” the sanctuary 

red for Pentecost.  If you would like to contribute to the cost of 

these flowers, please put your donation in an envelope in the of-

fering plate or mail it to the church.  Please mark your check with 

“geranium donation.” 

Also, you are invited to attend a fellowship hour  following the 

10:15 service to honor the Confirmands. 
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Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit 
Goes on Display 

Are you curious about the culture of ancient Israel?  Do you want 

to see artifacts from the area where Jesus ministered?  Then, get 

ready to see a unique display coming to Philadelphia. 

Beginning May 12th and running through October 14th, The 

Franklin Institute will exhibit Dead Sea Scrolls:  Life and Faith in 

Ancient Times.  Featured in this exhibit will be 20 scrolls, includ-

ing the oldest know copies of the Hebrew Bible and four never-

before-seen scrolls.  Over 600 artifacts more than 2,000 years old 

will be on display, offering visitors a glimpse into the life of early 

Christians and Jews. 

You can reserve your tickets now by calling (215) 448-1200 or e-

mail reservations@fi.edu.  For more information, visit The Frank-

lin Institute’s web site at www.fi.edu. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in secret caves along the 

shores of the Dead Sea.  Following the accidental discovery of the 

caves in 1947 by a shepherd, an extensive excavation revealed 

972 well-preserved scrolls, providing the oldest group of Old  

Testament manuscripts ever discovered. 

Summer Camping Programs 
Are Available for Kids 

For information on camp programs visit the fol-

lowing web sites. 

www.menolan.org Camp Men-o-lan is a Mennonite 

Camping Ground near Quakertown. 

www.bearcreakcamp.org Bear Creek Camp is a Lutheran 

Camp in the Poconos. 

http://www.menolan.org
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And don’t forget NHELCôs Camp Falckner, a four-day camp-

ing experience for youth in sixth through twelfth grades.  This 

year the camp will be held July 24th ï 27th.  A registration form is 

included in this newsletter. 

Women Meet for Breakfast 

The next women’s breakfast is on Wednesday, May 16th.  The 

women meet at 8:00 a.m. at Woodside Villa on Route 100 in 

Bechtelsville.  If you are planning to attend, please call Jean 

Boyer at (610) 367-0672 by Monday, May 14th, to make a reser-

vation. 

04ȭÓ Ȱ0ÒÏÍÐÔÉÎÇÓȱ 

HEARING, EMBRACING, SHARING.  These three key words 

are the essence of our Mission/Vision Statement.   Have you no-

ticed how clearly these three acts of faith are demonstrated in our 

Sunday worship? 

As a One-Pastor Congregation it is very important for us to pause 

frequently to be sure that all of the passion, energy and commit-

ment we expend on our mission is kept in clear focus.  Our Mis-

sion/Vision Statement helps keep us grounded and centered in 

Christ as we HEAR Godôs Word, EMBRACE Godôs Word in 

our hearts, and SHARE Godôs Word with all the world. 

The statement is divided into two parts.  First is the “Mission” 

statement which is a very brief, memorable description of 

WHERE we are aiming to go as a congregation in our worship 

and program mission.  Second appears the “Vision” statement 

which is a more complete description of what this ñwhereò looks 

like.  The “Mission” statement is like a directional arrow pointing 

us in the right direction.  The “Vision” statement is like a word 

picture or photograph helping us to actually “see” our destination. 

Read the Mission/Vision Statement (see page two of this newslet-

ter) several times lifting it up, along with our whole congrega-
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tional ministry, in your prayers.  Set a goal for yourself this 

month to reflect on the three key words by addressing the fol-

lowing questions. 

1.) What are you HEARING as you worship, attend learning 

events and read your Bible?  How is God nourishing you 

with the Word?  What is God calling and equipping you to 

do? 

2.) As you come to better understand and EMBRACE God’s 

Word, what ideas and beliefs are being affirmed for you?  

What new things are you hearing? 

3.) As you better hear God’s call and embrace more fully the 

meaning of the Word of God, how can you best SHARE 

the Word through your living, speaking and doing?  What 

are you already doing? 

I am praying for US that together we will discuss these questions 

with our families, friends, and fellow learner/worshippers in 

Christ.  The insights could be quite provocative and life-

enhancing! 

© 2012 thomas m lang 

Christian Education News 
Submitted by Carol N. Detweiler, A.I.M., 

Director of Christian Education 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Sundays 

Living Word Class  òUnder the Family Tree:  Discovering 

Our Pastéand Presentó 
Join this class as they explore New Hanover’s colonial roots and 

history, including a peek at Henry Melchior Muhlenberg’s jour-

nals and how his legacy connects with present church life.  There 
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will be a special session on May 5th, led by Robin Martin with a 

special “show-n-tell” of some old items, an opportunity to learn a 

little more about the township history and the story of buried 

monies during the Revolutionary War.  The class meets in room 

33.  Teachers are Carol Detweiler and Jonnelle Rath. 

Time Out for Parents 
This is a support/discussion group for parents of children of any 

age.  It’s a “recharge” time for parents!  Bring that cup of coffee 

along with you and join this group!  The class is held in room 34.  

Dave Mayan serves as facilitator. 

Reflection and Quiet Time 
The sanctuary is open and available during the Sunday School 

hour for those who would like a quiet time to individually reflect 

and pray. 

Mid-week Bible Study 
This class is held on Thursdays from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  The 

group is currently studying “Moral Teachings of Jesus.” 

You’re invited to an exploration of the ethical teachings of Jesus 

as found in Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount.  How do his words 

have meaning in today’s world?  Join the group and find out!  

The class is held in room 33.  Teacher is Carol Detweiler, DCE. 

Youth Education 

2012 Vacation Bible School 
Sonrise:  National Parks VBS 

June 18th – 22nd 

Closing Program on Sunday, June 24th 

Would you like to be a part of the fun?  Many 

volunteers are needed.  For more information or if 

you already know you would like to be a part of 

our 2012 staff, contact Carol Detweiler, AIM, Di-

rector of Christian Education, at (610) 326-1335 

or Barbara Repa, VBS Coordinator, at (610) 718-0304.  Immedi-

ate volunteer needs include: 
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“Trek Talk” Bible story center leader(s) 

(need to get this person on board soon so the person can 

become familiarized with the new curriculum) 

“Climb Higher” game leader(s) 

Preschool class lead teacher(s) 

Prekindergarten class lead teacher(s) 

Nursery caregivers 

We will also need: 

“Park Rangers” (crew leaders) 

Center assistants 

Pre-school and Prekindergarten class assistants 

Playground monitors/financial “crew” 

VBS 

Staff 

Meeting 

Wednesday, May 23rd 

7:00 p.m. 

room 27 (Junior High Room) 

 Watch for VBS registration forms in the Volunteers’ Office 

this month. 

Upcoming Event 

ñTeacher Year-End Teaò 
Sunday, June 3rd, during Sunday School 

Can you please help us thank these wonderful, dedicated volun-

teers? 

The Christian Education Board is asking for volunteers to 1)  

serve as classroom leader “subs” on June 3rd.  Simple lesson ideas 

will be provided and we’ll probably combine smaller classes.  

OR....2)  provide some breakfast goodies to treat our teachers. 
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If you are able to help in either way, please contact Carol  

Detweiler at the church at (610) 326-1335 or e-mail Carol at  

caroldetweiler@comcast.net.  Thank you for your support of 

these volunteers! 

Library News 

The Library Committee added some new books 

to the church’s library.  Check them out! 

For Adults: 
Z Promise Me This (a Titanic-era novel) 

Z Sisterchicks Say Ooh La La!  (Church “chick-lit” featuring the 

adventures of two middle-aged sisters) 

Z Sisterchicks in Sombreros 

Z Peace Be with You:  Monastic Wisdom for a Terror-filled 

World 

Z Muhlenbergôs Ministerium, Ben Franklinôs Deism and the 

Churches of the 21st Century 

Z The Notebook of a Colonial Clergyman (excerpts from Henry 

Melchior Muhlenberg’s Journals) 

For Children: 
Z One Green Apple (children’s friendships embrace diversity) 

Z These Hands (a grandfather’s story about hands) 

Z Help Me Be Good series including books on fighting, gossip-

ing, whining, being messy and lying 

These books can be found on the cart in Fellowship Hall, the cart 

in the educational wing or in the library. 

Every prayer counts! 

NHELC is a partner in an ecumenical Prayer for Peace Vigil, of-

fering up prayers on the 9th day of the month for peace in the 

Middle East and the rest of the world. 

Hope you’re remembering to pray for your “prayer partner” you 

received on Rally Day.  Your prayers for them are true gifts! 

mailto:caroldetweiler@comcast.net
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Thank You 

To ALL, who helped make the First Communion Workshop, the 

First Communion Potluck Dinner and the Maundy Thursday wor-

ship very special for the young people involved.  This includes 

their parents, the Christian Education, their Sunday School teach-

ers and the Altar Guild.  We wish these young people continued 

blessings on their journeys of faith. 

To ALL, who lent a hand with our Holy Week Drama and Easter 

Egg Hunt.  A BIG thanks goes to Carolyn Fleming, “Chief” re-

cruiter, wardrobe mistress, caterer and “assistant director” and 

Barbara Repa, who ably assisted wherever needed!  We were also 

grateful for the other adults, who helped with the production, 

brought in treats for the cast, for Robyn Brunner and Amy Sauers, 

who were our “egg-stuffers” this year and for our teachers, who 

were wonderful “egg-hiders.” 

I would like to offer a heartfelt thanks to all, who made the anni-

versary of my 15th year of being called to New Hanover a very 

special occasion.  The kind words offered up by the Pastor and 

others, the beautiful flowers, the very meaningful gifts (livestock) 

given in my name to the ELCA World Hunger Program and the 

delicious cake and reception goodies presented by our wonderful 

Fellowship Hour Team – all of these meant so much to me!  I am 

also truly grateful to Marilyn Varnum, my Mutual Ministry Ad-

vocate for her committed support and for initiating this recogni-

tion.  Finally, my biggest thanks to ALL of you for being a part of 

these 15 years – for your support, caring and dedication to so 

many ministries I’ve been involved.  Not to mention your friend-

ship!  I am blessed to serve among you. 

With deep appreciation, 

Carol 



 

 

News from the Cemetery 
Committee 

Now that spring has arrived, we will have to look 

out for the “herd of deere” again in our cemetery. 

Just a reminder of the SPECIAL CEMETERY ENVELOPE with 

your May 27th weekly envelope.  This is put toward the cemetery 

fund to be used toward the expenses of the cemetery and the pro-

jects that are in the plans for this year.  Our projects for this year 

are to expand the driveway in the cemetery.  Also there are many 

stones still to be repaired, replaced and aligned.  The big project 

is to promote the giving to the Trust Fund of the Cemetery’s 

Perpetual Care account.  The interest from this account is to help 

with the expenses of the projects. 

There are still burial lots available.  The cost per lot is $200 per 

grave site.  The cost will be increased in the near future.  The 

price of the burial lot is divided between the general fund of the 

cemetery and the perpetual care account.  For any questions, 

please contact the caretaker, John C. LeVan, Jr. at (610) 369-

8880. 
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Below are highlights from the April 19th Meeting of the 

Congregation Council. 

Z Approval given by Council to a Mutual Ministry Committee 

recommendation to look into the availability and cost of hir-

ing a professional Consultant to work with the Church Coun-

cil and Staff for the purpose of improving communication and 

understanding among the leadership. 
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Z Approval given to hire a musician to lead the music for this 

summer’s VBS program at $500. 

Z Approval to purchase a retractable screen for stage in Fellow-

ship Hall in order to open up the stage for more flexible usage 

by the Sunday School and Praise Band. 

Z Approved “Bakeless Bake Sale” project by Steven Peters to 

be carried out on Mother’s Day benefitting Child, Home and 

Community (CHC).  This organization is dedicated to build-

ing a better future for children through prenatal, parenting and 

pregnancy education for adolescents to ensure the birth of 

healthy babies, to enhance family functioning and to promote 

self-sufficiency. 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

Beginning Balance (March 1, 2012) $7,345.60 

Receipts: 

Regular Income 28,072.80 

Thrivent Choice Dollars (2,449.00) 

Disaster Relief 250.00 

Lent Offering 725.00 

Designated Gifts 7.07 

In/Out Items 8.00 

Bulletin 106.00 

Facility Gratuity 85.00 

Fellowship Activities 520.00 

Transfer from Sunday School 135.67   27,460.54 

Available Funds  $34,806.14 

Expenses: (March bills)  $31,994.06 

Balance as of March 31, 2012  $2,812.08 
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People Working Together 
Make a Difference 

Check out these impressive figures printed in the Good News 

Your ELCA Good Gifts at Work 2012, a publication of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 $2,537,266 raised through ELCA Good Gifts in 2011 

 400 orphans and vulnerable children fed and sent to 

school in Mozambique 

 160 homes repaired after flooding Minot, ND 

 314 malaria awareness meetings carried out by trained 

volunteers in Angola 

 29,900 people fed after drought in Ethiopia 

 31,175 tree seedlings planted in Myanmar 

 184 students received seminary scholarships 

 163 congregations intentionally focused on renewal 

 12,247 gifts through ELCA Good Gifts in 2011 

 600 people treated for malaria in Zambia 

Giving Record 
First Quarter 2012 

 January February March Total First Quarter 

 (5 Sundays) (4 Sundays) (4 Sundays) Received Budget

    First Quarter 

 $24,980 $22,327 $25,740 $73,047 $88,101 

First Quarter Budget Shortfall ($15,054) 
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 1,200 people scheduled to receive homes after earthquake 

in Haiti 

 58 countries with projects and programs to combat hunger 

 240 missionaries serving in 48 countries 

 44 international scholarship recipients 

 70 new congregations developed 

 180 pigs to families in Haiti 

So, the next time you are considering to give a donation to an 

ELCA supported project, imagine how many lives you may touch 

with your financial assistance. 

Ȱ3Ï "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅȟ 
3Ï "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÉÖÅȱ 

Servant Opportunities for You? 

ü Creative, artistic, visionary people to 

oversee the many bulletin boards lining 

our halls and hallways.  Contact the 

Church Office. 

ü Persons who enjoy leading or learning to lead in service as 

Acolytes, Assisting Ministers, Greeters, and Ushers.  Con-

tact Pr. Lang. 

ü Technically-gifted individuals to control sound system for 

7:30 and 10:15 a.m. Sunday services and other special ser-

vices.  Contact Lee Wesner. 

ü Persons gifted in hospitality to help plan fellowship.  Con-

tact Jim or Mary Alice Mack. 

ü Anyone interested in occasionally working with +PT to 

learn and tell a Bible story either in worship or in a Sun-

day School class.  Contact Pr. Lang. 
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ü Those gifted with accounting, auditing and/or budgeting 

skills who would like to either serve on or assist the Fi-

nance Committee.  Contact Lance Schaeffer. 

ü Anyone who loves children and has the passion to help 

plan the songs, skits, and other creative things that go into 

our Living Faith Service.  Contact Amy Foskey. 

Honoring People in May 
1st Kathleen Bowers, Gabriella Cavalari, 

Larry Hart, Sam Hartline, Jr., Lawrence 

Moser 

2nd Rodney Eidle, Wendy Heck, John Kane, 

Kaitlin Robinson, Scot Smale 

3rd Jane Hopkinson-Wood, Bonnie Lynn 

4th John Dugan, Drew Eddinger 

5th Stella Eidle, Jeremy Green, Connie MacLuckie, Kathy 

Smith 

6th Susan Hillegas, Daniel Johnson, Scott Rath 

7th Sandy Benfield, Zachary Van Dyke 

8th Brett Boyer, LuAnne Fowler, Sara O’Dell, Jordan Shirk, 

Brittany Smith 

9th Laura Camp 

10th William Gaugler, Harry Heck, Diane Van Dyke 

11th Teri Bechtel, Robert Cavalari III, Teresa Grieco, Jacob 

LeVan, Gertrude Reinhart 

13th Alexander Medlar 

14th Lauren Flack, Todd Gamler, Meagan Sproul 

15th Heather Gahler, Patricia Hoffman 

16th Sherry Miller, Steven Peters, Nicholas Trowbridge 

17th Anna Camp, Kevin Dugan, Jean Moser, Ryan Waltermyer 

18th Julia Clark, Gary Erb, Timothy Hoffman, Morgan Sauers 

19th Logan Hermann, Alyssa Mickletz 

20th Erik Eichenlaub, Emma Hauser, Adam Reber, Jeff  

Renninger 

21st Ben Sauers, Lance Schaeffer, Sally Sugita 
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22nd Kate Bealer, Joan Brandt, Connor Foskey, Kevin  

Galloway, Tara Reber, Charla Vandergrift, Will Wilson 

IV 

23rd Kevin Tracey 

24th Josh Anzulewicz, Steven Bealer, Michelle Dietz, Gert 

Gaukler 

25th Dorothy Moyer 

26th Ashley Fowler, Alyssa Kulp, Greg Psota, Donald Smale 

27th Janice Warnquist 

28th William Dengler, Patricia Hart, Donald Wirt 

29th Joan Comtois 

31st Natalie Friz, Susan Reber 

1st Eber and Margaret Biehl 

2nd Mike and Janene Anzulewicz 

5th Ray and Jan Bechtel 

Bruce and Charlene Forsyth 

Doug and Kathy Taylor 

6th Bill and Amy Foskey 

9th Robert and Marilyn Malason 

10th Justin and Lynne Stauffer 

11th Ben and Amy Sauers 

12th Chris and Jennifer Cotellese 

13th Jim and Joan Brandt 

16th Keith and Vicki Beaver 

20th Tobin and Amy Sharp 

21st George and Pam Law 

25th Brent and Carol Feick 

Jim and Debbie Peters 

29th Mark and Cheryl Goodwin 

30th Pastors Tom and Sue Lang 

31st Phillip and Jennifer Boyer 

Please note, we are sorry if you celebrate a birthday and/or anni-

versary in May but it does not appear in this newsletter.  We 

apologize also if your May celebration appears in a list above but 

you do not wish it to be reported.  Please bear with us as we strive 
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to maintain and update our records.  To add your celebration or to 

request your information to be removed from the list, please con-

tact the church office at (610) 326-1335. 

Ȱ"Å 2ÅÄ #ÒÏÓÓ 2ÅÁÄÙȦȱ 

You simply cannot wait for a disaster to strike and then prepare 

for it.  Disasters often have no forewarning.  And a disaster can 

happen anywhere, at any time, to anyone. 

In order to be best prepared for a disaster the American Red Cross 

recommends three Action Steps:  1.)  Get an Emergency Kit;  

2.)  Make a family disaster plan; and 3.)  Be informed.  This month 

we will share ideas for “Being Informed.” 

1.) Learn what disasters or emergencies may occur in the ar-

eas where you live, work and play, and, in the areas where 

your kids are involved in school, sports and other activi-

ties. 

2.) Be sure to know how local authorities will notify you dur-

ing a disaster (e.g. e-mail, NOAA weather radio, local ra-

dio and TV stations, etc.). 

3.) Learn what you can do to prepare for disasters by contact-

ing your local Red Cross to ask about first aid, CPR, and 

disaster training. 

For more information call the American Red Cross at 1 (800) 

RED CROSS or go to www.redcross.org.  And, please donôt for-

get to give life by giving Blood.  Contact 1 (800) GIVE LIFE or 

go to www.givelife.org. 

Happy Motherõs Day 
May 13, 2012 

http://www.redcross.org
http://www.givelife.org
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In the Mail 

From the Office of the Presiding Bishop 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Christ is risen!  Imagine the power in those words of promise. 

When the disciples first heard Jesus speak of his death and resur-

rection, “they kept the news to themselves” (Mark 9:10).  But the 

news is too good to keep to ourselves.  The life of Jesus Christ 

has been unleashed into the world. 

Because Christ is risen, you can embrace life’s complexities and 

uncertainties with a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  

The risen Christ goes ahead of you, meeting you in the most sur-

prising faces and unexpected places.  Christ’s resurrection puts us 

right where God wants us to be – in the thick of life. 

Because Christ is risen, you have a word of hope.  To those weary 

from mourning loss and fearing death, the assurance is given that 

nothing in all creation will separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. 

The life of Jesus, God’s own life, has burst into the world, restor-

ing community.  At the barriers we erect to divide us, the risen 

Christ meets us, turning those walls into tables of reconciliation.  

To those who live in fear and feel unworthy, the promise is given.  

“You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 

the saints and also members of the household of God” (Ephesians 

2:19). 



 

 

20 

Every morning you awaken with the mark of Jesus’ death on your 

forehead and the proclamation of Christ’s resurrection on your 

lips. 

Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 

In God’s grace, 

Mark S. Hanson 

From True to Life Ministries 

Dear New Hanover Lutheran Church, 

I wanted to express our deepest thanks for your willingness to 

support True to Life Ministries’ Operation Backpack!  Last 

school year, Operation Backpack filled over 800 backpacks.  This 

year, we expect that number to climb as we begin serving addi-

tional schools. 

In only one month your congregation collected 51 individual 

servings of food!  Your generous donation provided the needed 

resources to fill approximately #25 backpacks for our local 

homeless and hungry students.  We truly appreciate your interest 

in what God is doing through True to Life Ministries.  The needs 

facing families and communities are too great for any one organi-

zation to address alone, but we know, together, we can make a 

difference. 

We look forward to connecting with you again in the future.  

Please let us know how we can serve you. 

Blessings, Lisa Heverly 

Ministry Center Director 

In observance of Memorial Day, the church 

office will be closed on Monday, May 28th. 
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Historical Society Offers Program on 
the Muhlenberg Family 

The New Hanover Township Historical Society presents “Pastors 

and Patriots:  The Muhlenberg Family of Pennsylvania” at its 

meeting on Wednesday, May 23rd, at 7:00 p.m. 

The program is presented by Lisa Minardi, author of the book 

with the same title as the presentation.  Lisa is also Assistant Cu-

rator at Winterthur Museum and President, Board of Trustees for 

The Speaker’s House in Trappe. 

The Historical Society program will be held at The Swamp Creek 

School House on Reifsnyder Road, next to swamp Creek Park.  

For more information, contact the Historical Society at (610) 326-

4165. 

The Dolphin Is a 
Christian Symbol 

Because dolphins often swim 

alongside ships, they’ve been used 

to symbolize Christ’s presence, guiding people through earthly 

life and into eternal life. 
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Z Sunday Worship Services with Communion 
May 6th, May 20th, May 27th, June 3rd, June 17th, July 1st, July 

15th, July 29th 

Z Friendlyôs Family Fun Night (4:00 - 9:00 p.m.) 
May 8th 

Z Pancake Breakfast (7:00 - noon)/Flower Sale (8:00 - noon) 
May 12th 

Z GRACE Worship Service 
May 13th, June 10th, July 8th 

Z Church Music Sunday 
May 20th 

Z Rejoicing Spirits (3:00 p.m.) 
May 20th, June 17th, July 15th 

Z Pentecost Sunday and Confirmation 
May 27th 

Z Sunday School Teachersô Tea (9:15 a.m.) 
June 3rd 

Z Last Day of Sunday School (childrenôs church begins July 1st
) 

June 17th 

Z Vacation Bible School 
June 18th – 22nd 

Z Unity Sunday ï Vacation Bible School Closing (9:00 a.m.) 
June 24th 

Z Summer Worship Service Begins (7:30 and 9:15 with chil-

drenôs church) 
July 1st 

Z Camp Falckner 
July 24th – July 27th 

Z Galilean Worship Service (8:30 p.m.) 
July 26th 



 

 

Thomas M. Lang, Senior Pastor 

e-mail:  pastorlang@comcast.net 

Sundays 6:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Mondays 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Thursdays 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. 

Fridays, Saturdays 8:00 a.m. - Noon 

Carol N. Detweiler, A.I.M., Director of Christian Education 

e-mail:  caroldetweiler@comcast.net 

Sundays 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. or later 

Mondays 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Thursdays 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Susan Gutshall, Church Office Manager 

e-mail:  susan.gutshall@comcast.net 

Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Sandi Wentzel, Bookkeeper 

e-mail:  sandiwentzel@comcast.net 

Tom and Barbara Faust, Sextons 

Phone:  (610) 326-1335 Fax:  (610) 326-6327 

Web site:  www.newhanoverlutheran.org 

Office hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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NHELC Contact Information 

Please submit your articles for the June/July issue 

of New Hanover Highlights by Friday, May 11th.  

You may submit articles before the due date, 

which is most appreciated. 

mailto:pastorlang@comcast.net
mailto:caroldetweiler@comcast.net
mailto:susan.gutshall@comcast.net
mailto:sandiwentzel@comcast.net
http://www.newhanoverlutheran.org
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Graduation Sunday 

June 10, 2012 

Calling all graduates!  If you are a recent or soon to be a graduate, 

we would like to hear from you.  Please complete this form and 

submit it to the church office so we can include you in our cele-

bration on Graduation Sunday.  Please submit your form by 

Sunday, June 3rd. 

Name:   ______________________________________________  

High School Graduates 

School Name:   ________________________________________  

Date of Graduation:   ___________________________________  

Future Plans:   ________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________  

Trade or Business School and College Graduates 

School Name:   ________________________________________  

Date of Graduation:   ___________________________________  

Completed Course of Study and/or Degree:   ________________  

 ____________________________________________________  

Future Plans:   ________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________  

All Graduates 

Awards/Accomplishments You Wish to Share with your Congre-

gation:   _____________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________  



 

 

Weekly Bible Study and 
Sunday Announcements 

Prayer Theme for the Month 

Mighty God, You have won the victory!  

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!  In the 

midst of our struggle and despair your 

Cross has won our victory forever.  

Blessed be the Holy Spirit who repeat-

edly shows us the signs of life that spring 

from the Easter Cross.  Amen. 

April 29
th
 - May 5

th 

Acts 8:26–40; Psalm 22:25–31 

1 John 4:7–21; John 15:1– 8 

Prayer:  O God, you give us your Son as 

the vine apart from whom we cannot live.  

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that 

we may bear the fruit of love and know 

the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

April 29th:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Communion by cups at 7:30 and by Intinction at 8:30 and 10:15. 

Friday, May 4th, and Saturday, May 5th: 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly will be held at the 

Franconia Mennonite Church.  This year the following persons 

are Voting Members of the Assembly going from NHELC:  Pr. 

Tom Lang, Carol Detweiler, Lance Schaeffer, Craig Truebenbach 

and Sally Sugita.  Pr. Sue Lang will also be attending as part of 

the synodical communications team. 

May 6
th
 - May 12

th 

Acts 10:44–48; Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1–6; John 15:9–17 



 

 

Prayer:  O God, you have prepared for those 

who love you joys beyond understanding.  

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, lov-

ing you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 6th:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

“Let the vineyards be fruitful…” expresses our hope that Christ 

will gracefully nourish us so that we may grow in Christ fully. 

Communion by cup at all three services. 

May 13
th
 - May 19

th 

Acts 1:15–17, 21–26; Psalm 1 

1 John 5:9–13; John 17:6–19  

Prayer: Gracious and glorious God, you have cho-

sen us as your own, and by the powerful name of 

Christ you protect us from evil.  By your Spirit 

transform us and your beloved world, that we may 

find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

May 13th:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Hoping to know Christ as our ñLoverò  Pr. Paul Howells will be 

leading our services today while Pr. Lang and his family are at-

tending Kristina’s baccalaureate service and graduation ceremony 

at Susquehanna University. 

The 10:15 service will be a GRACE Service led by our Praise 

Band. 

Let us pray for the women and mothers who fill our lives with 

healthy nurturing, strong, quiet love and hearts at peace. 



 

 

May 20
th
 - May 26

th 

Acts 2:1–21; Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 

Romans 8:22–27; John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 

Prayer: Mighty God, you breathe life into our 

bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 

world.  Send us this Spirit, transform us by 

your truth, and give us language to proclaim 

your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

May 20th:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Church Music Sunday ï We recognize the awesome work our 

volunteers and supply musicians have done in sustaining the qual-

ity of our music programs. 

Communion by Intinction at all three services. 

Baptismal Instruction will be held from 1 – 3 p.m. today in 

room #29.  This instruction is required for all who are planning 

baptisms at NHELC. 

Rejoicing Spirits Service for persons who are physically and/or 

mentally challenged, their family and friends at 3 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. 

May 27
th
 - June 2

nd 

Isaiah 6:1–8; Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12–17; John 3:1–17 

Prayer: Almighty Creator and ever-living God:  

we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, 

and we praise your power, majestic One-in-

Three.  Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend 

us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 

presence, where you live in endless joy and 

love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 



 

 

May 27th:  Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation Day 

We celebrate the incoming of the Holy Spirit enlivening and em-

powering the Church to proclaim Jesus Christ CRUCIFIED AND 

RISEN TO LIFE! 

Five youth will be Confirmed at the 10:15 service.  Wear your 

RED today to embrace the season of Pentecost.  Let us pray for 

those serving in active duty and for those who have retired from 

active duty.  Especially, let us remember in our hearts all who 

have died in the line of duty, all who have died as a result of 

physical or mental injury inflicted as a result of loyal duty and for 

all who have served and died before us. 

Communion will be administered by Intinction. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23853. 

òFor God  

so loved  

the world 

that he gave 

his only Son, 

so that 

everyone who 

believes in 

him may not 

perish but 

may have 

eternal life.ó 

John 3:16 


